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n the 18k 50 years, Indian
urban houses have come a
long, way from the social
bondings of traditional
havelis @nd lavish exclu-
siveness of colonial bungalows.
But even if it looks like we have
completely @ut ourselves off
from our tradition, today’s style
of architecrures not a departure.
Ie's just a process of redefining it-
self in a changed milieu. Just like
the people whalivc in it.

This wouldbe clear if we rake
a look at some good houses in
Delhi. But thisis a wide and di-
versified range: It could be his-
torically narraged or stylistically

One man's home may be another’s prison. For o house is not just a structure made of
bricks, it is also a reflection of the owner’s personality, priorities, dreams and
aspirations. So even in one city facing one set of problems, we have various types of
houses, as people build their own little palaces, however modest. Here's a look at
some of the more inferesting homes in the Capital

MY HOME

personality, aspirations
and the image of the
owner. I gives the owner

or resident a sepsc of secu
- - rity and a sense of belong-
e ing, which inacosmopoli-

tan city like Delhi, full of
expatriates md frooen.
is a very big

Ever md hnmchuv\l
ing in Delhi? If you have,
you know the kind of
space crunch the Capital is
going through, Not sur-
prisingly, marker agents
are religiously trying to
squeeze the maximum out
of any piece of land avail-
able to them. And’ of
course the reasoning be-
hind by-laws has always
been a big puzzle. Various
plot-sizes are a mere out-
come of the unresolved
pattern-making exercise of

m SIIIAISHAIS TWO-STOREY HOUSE
VIHAR WAS DESIGNED §Y
uunmn RAVINDRAY.
ARCHITECTURE HERE IS POSITIVE AND
ECLECTIC IN A WIDER CONTEXT, WHERE
INNOVATIVE YET COST-EFFECTIVE
DETAILING ADDS AN AD-HOC 10UCK

ning takes care of these aspects.
Under this process of maximisa-
tion, certain types of private res-
idences see (> el as a
counterpoint to most of the
mindless, pastiche and exuberant
ones in the city. Instead of
screaming for attention, they rc-
spond to the present identity cri-
sis in a quiet and subtle manner.

“Architecture should stand
the test of time,” says AP
Kanvide, sitting in the drawing
room of his Maharani Bagh
house that he has designed. Built
in the late '60s on a 1100 square
yards comer plot, Kanvinde's
house is an expression of modern
architecture at its high aesthetics.
It is a restrained combination of
the solidity of brick and concrete
and the transparency of glass
The concept of space is uninter-
ruped  and  wholesome.
Functional demands are resolved
with the change in spatial experi-
ence

The drawing-dining, kitchen
and guest room on the ground
floor are organised around the
central atrium. Through this the
open staircase climbs up and
connects the study and bed-
rooms on the mezzanine and
first floors. The central atrium
principally works like a court-
vard with a roof. Here, indoor
and outdoor spaces merge, as
one extends into the other. Every
habitable space in the ground
floor opens directly into the gar-
den. Large and openable glass

indows right from the floor,
pliment this entire structure.
This small piecc of architecture
has been thg inspiration for
many bouses built later but re-
mains contemporary today, cven
after three decadcs.

Serious thought and cxperi-
ments for mitigating ever-in-
creasing costs challenges the false
notion that low-cost” isonly for
the poor. Architectural vocabu-
lary takes direct clues from the
limited financial resources of the
client, climactic condition, avail-

bility of local craftsmen and ma-

THE SHARNAS" TWO-STORIED HOUSE I
DLF WAS DESIGNED BY THE LAURIE
SAKER BUILDING CENTRE. BASED OK

SAKER'S PHILOSOPHY OF BUILDING FOR

“REAL" PEOPLE, THIS REPRESENTS COST.
EFFECTIVE, ETHNIC ARCHITECTURE
EVERTTHING 15 BARE AND MINIMUM,
DOWN T0 THE

EXPOSED BRICK. AWD THIS IS 00)

WITHOUT COMPRONISING OK BEAUTY

al
The Sharmas® two-storied
house was designed by the
Lauric Baker Building Centre,
Delhi, on a 300 sq. yds. plot in
DLF Phase L. Based on Baker's
philosophy of building for ‘real’
people, this centre propagates
cost-effective, ethnic architec-
ture. Here, everything is barc
and minimum, cspecially de-
signed exposed brick, load bear-
ing walls that support the rein-
forced concrete slab with brick
fillers, used to minimise concrete
consumption. y The layout is

ANURAG CHOWFLA'S FLAT I
SAFDAZ)UNG ENCLAYE WAS BUILT ON &
| m;u(nnmm THE INTERNAL

€ DS/ TTAINED A NEW
SINERSION 6Y THE OMISSION OF SOME
THE SPATIAL QUALITY 15

NATURAL LIGHT

AR

T —— — e »'- D— T R TS

SATURDAY

semi-open, with the drawi
room and family lounge s
rated by brick arches. The hn\lh
lounge is a double-height space
with a staircase connecting two
bedrooms upstairs.

Also imbibing a similar phi
losophy in  construction, the
Sudarshans’ two-storey house in
Yojana Vihar was designed by
architect  K.T.  Ravindran
Architecture here is stated in a
different manner — positive and
eclectic in a wider context
Innovative and cost-cfective de-
tailing has an ad-hoc quality, in
herent in the aesthetics of this
house. Built on a 200 sq. yd
plot, the building stretches to
every possible limit of the by-
laws, yet succeeds in establishing

a functional relationship with
spaces outdoors.

v is from the drive-way,
directly into the room.
The drawing room along wi
the dining space on one side, and
the study on the other, form the
most interactive part of the
house. As a continuation of this
space, the stairway rises into the
zone of increasing privacy
circulation space s exclusively
left out; rather, transition from
one space to another is percepti-
ble through framed openings
and left to be explored by curi-
ous eyes. Walls, from inside and

out, are unplastered
and painted white.
The ceiling has an
interesting texture
of bamboo mats
The Y-shaped pil-
lars, the amalgama-
tion of an arch and a
column, are the dis
tinctive fearures of
this house
Of late,
sses by

making
buying
terrace-rights is be

comi mmon

cially in

the light of the rec-
ommendations made by the
Malhotra Committee Report to
_allow an extra floor. Real estate
a n of terraces will cer-
aainly blossom in the near firture
Under a similar situation, four
ago Anurag

Safdarjung Enclave by
g the second floor ter-

he entrance fo the house
leads to the central drawing-din.
hall, which on one side flows
out to an open terrace, that also
connects to the master bedroom
and overlooks the neighbour-

L2 KANVINDE'S HOUSE IS A RESTRAI
OF BRICK AND CONCRETE AND TRE TRANSPA
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ARCHITECT PRADIP SACHDEVA'S HOUSE IN MODEL 10WN WATES FULL
USE OF THE HAUNTING SPIRALS OF LIGHT AND SHADE

e nmsnummhn-

hood park. Structural systems

lets follow the existi
the lower floors.

But the internal space de:
has attained a new dimension by
the ju
of the inside walls. Spacial qual-
ity is, furthermore, enhanced by
the increase in ceiling height and
abundance of nacural light
Interestingly, from the outside
the size and detail of the opens
vary and give risc to a possis
ble ‘urban collage’, as cach floor
was constructed at a different

tme by various

Although

here, the id

still remains
homes v

compa

owners.
cnt, even
tity of the house

discuss here
ble to cach
ach is a representative of
a type, all built under different
urban_situations for  different
users. They are not fashionable
edifices, but ideological artifacts
contributing towards a_betrer
urban environment. Fashionable
houses will still be buile, which
will eventually become outdated.
However, it is the long-lasting
impression that counts the most

SurTeNnu P. Biswas

Kings and queens
knew the unique ayurvedie secrets of the rose -

to keep cool,

Now you 00 can share these secrets and the fragrance in
Gulbahas the ayurvedic rose drik. with a blend of unique

medicinal herbs, Khas, Brahmi and Shankhahuli, that will

calm.

ol and elate you with a royal fecling

elieve strtsS and give mental kel ation

Keep healthy
with the king of flowers in
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